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Lesson Twenty-Two: The Questions I Should Ask My Friend   

 

Questions 

I. This lesson ends our study from this quarter on Biblical answers to common questions.  

A. We’ve built the class upon the premise that we all learn through asking questions.  

B. Peter reminds us of some important truths from 1 Pet. 3:15 

1. Our friends (coworkers, neighbors) will have questions.  

2. We can be prepared for those questions. This preparedness involves knowing the right answer as 

well as the right response (truth and tone).  

3. These questions are important. They are indications of open doors – of those who may be searching 

for the truth.  

 

II. We’ve been considering several common questions throughout this quarter. In our final class we’re going to turn 

the tables and discuss the questions we should ask our friends.  

A. I think of in the Scripture when someone asked a question that led to a response:  

1. Acts 8:30 – do you understand what you are reading?  

2. Acts 26:27 – do you believe the prophets?  

3. Acts 22:16 – Now why do you delay?  

4. Matt. 16:13, 15 – who do people say that the Son of Man is? Who do you say that I am?  

5. Matt. 21:25 – the baptism of John was from what source, heaven or men?  

6. John 8:10 – women where are they? Did no one condemn you?  

7. Luke 7:42 – Which of them will love him more?  

 

B. There are questions we can ask our friends, chosen and delivered with a specific purpose in mind:  

1. We can ask questions to try and gain an open door (opportunity to study)  

2. We can ask questions to try and understand where our friends are at (where are they coming from) 

3. We can ask questions that are pointed/to the heart, to help expose certain attitudes in their hearts.  

 

III. What are some good questions I can ask my friends:  

A. Door opening questions:  

1. Can I pray for you? Is there anything I can pray for you for?  
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2. Would you like to read the Bible with me?  

3. Have you ever wondered if there’s more to life?  

4. Do you go to church anywhere? No? Why not come with me this Sunday? I’ll have a seat saved just 

for you – come study and worship with me and we’ll go out for lunch afterwards.  

 

B. Understanding questions:  

1. Would you tell me your story? What’s your background with faith/atheism?  

a. “Sometimes Christians tend to want to talk too quickly and too much. Allowing someone to talk 

about their religious experience and how they feel about God is very important because 

you’re being given a window into their heart. We need to be slow to talk and quick to listen so 

that we give people a time to tell their story.” 

2. What do you mean by that? – Clarify.  

3. How did you arrive at that conclusion – give opportunity to provide their source of truth (perhaps a 

starting place for our conversation)  

4. Have you considered – propose a different solution, give them evidence and reason for another 

answer 

 

C. Pointed/to the heart questions:  

1. If Christianity were true, would you become a Christian?  

a. If they say no you know that your friend’s struggle is more with the heart than the mind. 

Perhaps something has happened in their life and they are closed off from hearing the truth.  

b. Depending on your friend, you may call them out on it, or try to offer kindness, showing them 

Christ through your actions.  

2. Is that what the Bible teaches, or what you want the Bible to teach?  

a. This comes more from a personal position – those who want to change the text to fit a certain 

lifestyle rather than accept the truth for what it says on the page.  

3. You know this is true – what are you waiting for?  

a. Those who may know the truth and yet are not acting on it (changing/obeying the gospel) may 

just need a nudge from a friend to help them see the need to act (example of Davis).  

 

Preparing Our Hearts  

I. When we look at Matt. 11:3-6, 11 – we see John the Baptist coming to Jesus with some questions/concerns.  

A. This question seems strange not only who it’s coming from, but at this point in his life. 

1. He has confessed Jesus to be the lamb of God (Jn 1:29) 

2. He has seen the miracles around Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:16-17) 

 

B. At this low point in John’s life he comes to Jesus looking for some reassurance. Notice how Jesus responds:  
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1. He doesn’t ridicule him, or mock him, or deny his request.  

2. Jesus gives John’s disciples the answer/proof that John needs – and then once they’ve left He 

praises John to the crowd.  

3. These questions are important. They are indications of open doors – of those who may be searching 

for the truth.  

 

II. There’s a lesson here about how to treat those who come with doubts and questions.  

A. Jude 22 teaches us to have mercy on those who doubt. Our tone/attitude is just as important as the 

answer.  

1. Paul taught Timothy to correct others with gentleness, with the view that they will repent and come to 

the knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 2:24-25) 

 

B. What do we learn about answering other’s questions?  

1. Be patient (2 Tim 4:2)  

2. Be humble   

3. Don’t belittle them for not knowing (even the simplest of questions)  

4. Treat others the way you would want to be treated – even though asked the same question a dozen 

of times – treat each fairly, honestly, and Biblically.  

 

C. The Proper Spirit in Answering Questions:  

1. Pv. 15:1 – a soft answer turns away wrath…  

2. PV 15:23 – an apt answer is a joy to a man…  

3. PV 15:28 – the heart of the righteous ponders how to answer… [weighs/gushes NIV] 

4. PV 18:13 – he who gives an answer before he hears, it is a folly and shame to him 

5. PV 26:4 – do not answer a fool according to his folly lest you be like him  

6. Col. 4:6 – seasoned speech, so you may know how you ought to answer each person  

7. 2 TIM 2:25 – opponents must be gently instructed (NIV)  

8. 1 Pet 3:15 - …with gentleness and reverence  

 

 

I. What’s the point?  

a. In many ways, speaking with someone who is not a Christian about matters of morality, or bigger – 

spiritual matters, seems backwards. We ought to start with the fundamentals, and build our way there.  

 

b. Realize, the question they are asking is the open door for you to lead them to Christ. My answer is to 

lead them to Christ.  

 

c. This means I give them a good answer – an honest answer – a Biblical answer – and it is an answer 

that points to the true answer – Christ  

i. Why care about morality? What’s the main point about the end times?  

ii. In a discussion about salvation – why does it matter? What did Jesus come to accomplish?  

iii. In a discussion on the church – ultimately whose church is it? Why would that matter?   

 

d. Though the Ethiopian eunuch started with Isaiah, Philip started with that Scripture and preached to him 

Jesus (AC 8:35).  
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e. Our aim in answering questions is not to win an argument, or simply prove that another’s position is 

wrong. Our aim is to help my friend (who is seeking) come to see Christ.   

 

II. Everyone has questions. 

a. You have questions.  

i. The more you study and grow, the more situations will come up that bring questions to your 

mind.  

 

b. Our children will have questions  

i. Allow home to be a safe place for questions to be asked, and for answers/the truth to be 

sought after and explored.  

 

ii. If questions are discouraged, they will keep those questions and look for the answer 

elsewhere.  

 

iii. Just because a child is asking a question doesn’t mean they’re leaving the faith. Let them ask. 

Let them explore. Let them come to you for help, and let the home be a place of learning and 

discussion.  

 

c. Others will ask questions to you 

i. Your walk in faith will produce a respect and a seriousness about what you do.  

 

ii. This will make people turn to you with their questions.  

 

iii. Pray to God for open doors and opportunities – for questions to be asked of us. And pray to 

God that we be ready to answer those questions – to help point a soul in the direction of 

Christ.  

 

 


